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ficed for the sake of penalizing the present
owners of the railroads for offences com-
mitted by unscrupulous operators years
ago, what other policy is there to follow
if the railronds are to do the work which
the nation expects them to do? 1f Con-
gress will not itself take over the railroads
and make them an efficient and powerful
agency of defence and economic progress,
then the roads must have the opportunity
to develop their facilities and strengthen
their position through their ability to ap-
peal to private capital. They constitute
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The Fight on Mr. Daniels

Fifteen Senators, under the lead of Mr.
Cumming, of lowa, voted against confirm-
ing the nomination of Winthrop M. Dan-
iels as a member of the Interstate Com-|
merce Commission. Mr. Daniels was|
named for a second terny, and the fight |
against him was made squarely on his!
official record.

In our opinion he had clearly earned a
renomination an that record. He has been|
one of the few members of the commis- |
gion in recent years to tale a broad, mod-|
ern view of its functions. He has not
subseribed to the theory, popular and no|
doubt excusable twerty years ago, that
the commission’s chief duty is to terrorize |
and diseipline the owners and managers|
of railroads.

There was a time when rough and sum-|
mary treatment was needed to reduce to
good hehavior railroad operators of al
common type, inflated with a false sense
of their power and using it to their own
advantage and to the detriment not only[
of the public, but also of their own bond- |
holders and stockholders. Government
regulation was necessary in order to reach
these misusers of truets. Tt has reached
most of them. Tt has thereby benefited
the resl ewners of the railroads as much |
it has benefited the payer of trans-|

portation charges.
izons in the country is to-day more unitedl}'|
in faver of stricter and completer regula-|
tion of railroad operaticns than the a.hare'
owners and bondholders who have mn-
veetad their money ilroad enterprises.

Mr. Duniels has alwavs favored broad,|
ntelligent, helpful repulation of the com-
mon The theory still prevailing|
in the commission —of punitive regulation

enrriers.

a national utility, Tt is absurd to deny
them free growth and ample earning
power under government regulation, since
the benefits of that growth must in the end
inure to the nation &s well as to the stock-
holders.

More men Jike Mr. Daniels are needed
on the Interstate Commerce Commission,
not fewer. That commission should be
enlarged and its powers should be greatly
extended. But commissioners should also
be found who will apply the powers of the
commission ‘to building up the railroads
as a national agency of supreme impor-
tance, instead of hounding them and starv-
ing them into semi-bankruptey and im-
potence,

Chicago's Police Scandal

We need not be too condescending
toward our neighbors in Chicago over
their police scandal. The temptations to
graft in a great city are magnificent, and
human nature is human nature. A fall
from grace among subordinates is one of
the fates which may overtake the best of
departments. Begides, we are not so many
vears distant from an era when graft was
the rule and a corrupt partnership with
vice and crime the established system
which every new Police Commissioner
faced as a matter of course.

It is in & modest and thankful frame
mind that New Yorkers can contrast
their present police administration with
the corruption which is charged against
Chicago's force, including its chief. Not a
sensational overturning, but a slow moral
regeneration, is the work which the citi-
zens of our town have witnessed in the
work of Mr. Woods. Man for man, there
is no reason to set our force above the
force of any other city. Human nature
is much the same the country over. It is
in appealing to the best side of hiz men,
by applying scrupulous justice and en-

of

And no bedy of cit-|couraging bravery and fidelity, that our|
police head has accomplished the miracle | ' .
that he has. [own Vachel Lindsay.

The task is a supremely difficuit one|

from one aspect. It is simplicity itself
from another. The mere order of Mayor
Thompsen of Chicago to his appointee that
he “clesn out immediately the corruption
in all ranks of the department” is the
least of the steps to be taken. The per-

and semi-stnrvation as a preventive 0f|mnnlit)' of the chief and the support given
further misconduet--has not appealed 10| him are far more impertant. 1f Chicago
him. 'e has realized that in order to can produce an Arthur Woods and give
sccomnlish anvthing conctructive the com- | him free rein it will solve its police prob-
mission must turn away from the past and |lem in one swift, simple man@uvre,

Joak tn the future. N

The transportation industry is one of To Curb the Mail Trucks

our basie industrice, If it suffers from An issue of importance to this city—an
artificial '!'"F"Mi'.‘r ."!he rewiile '."f NATTOW- | cue which may become of much greater
minded or vindictive regulatlon_msnylimpom“ce it Postmaster Genersl Burle-
other industries must suffer. It is the!mn has his way and curtails the mail tube
greatest singlo instrument of Mtimnuu'i;r"ice—-i; to be tried out by District
2 e m. .ﬂ‘” EoRTIxY. '.r‘ & "hp. h1mtl.-\twrney Swann. He intends to ascertain
centralizing  foree, pulling against .th";whplhrr the-mail trmcks actually: wve i
forses of SpATRL on r'.'r e hﬂy*!gh“munr from local ordinances and state laws
vatems of “_"\Tﬂlgm'\. in the de'v_Ng.ht}gnverning traffic. It geems that Mr. Swann
Sates. Tt is .Hll‘r". ann of th". H!mtmxlhimselr on Wedneseday night witnessed a
SRERTS M RLAGAL defence. No scheme | collision between a mail truck and a limou-
of military preparedness would be worth| . e in Fifth Avenue. The mail truck
much which was not based on the efficiency |5"-1 i S\ i et

cording to “The Manchester Guardian's”
London representative, even sttempted a
translation, and the result was not very
happy: "Attendes, et vous verrez ce qui
arrivera.” This may possibly be the best
that can be done, but it is manifestly lack-
ing in concision. “Thirteen syllables
against three!" says the English eritic.
His comment recalls some of the late Her-
bert Spencer’s objections to academies in his
controversy with Matthew Arnold. Arnold
was for the establishment of some Eng-
lish institution like the French Academy,
ibut Spencer insisted that the academicians |
had done nothing at all to improve the|
French language, They still tolerated
what he held to be the double negative,
they still suffered such barbarisms as
Qu'est-ce que c'est que cola’—six superflu-
ous words, Spencer pointed out, counting
celn as two. An analogous sentence in
English is “What is that there here?” But
such awkward construction “is held,” says
Spencer, “to imply entire absence of cult-
ure,” and he discovers in the French
phrase a want of that close adjustment of
language and thought which even partially
educated speakers of English have reacehg.
But after all are there not scores of
terse phrases in French that can only be
lexpressed in a roundabout way in our
Innguage, if at all? 1t will not do to take
lone or two in English, and because they
cannot be put as shortly in French to con-
clude that English is more concise. A
|stronger argument is offered by the Man-
|chester eritic. “At the beginning of the
war,” he says, “when all cables had to be
in English or French, the Italian and Rus-i
sian correspondents in London chose Eng-
lish, and found their cabling expenses
[much reduced.” That, indeed, is a prac-
{tical argument and much more o the point.

Authors Neither Heard Nor Seen
| In the letter which Mr. Bernard Shaw
|wrote to his {riends of the Drama League
|in defence of his liberties and declining to
|visit this land of the Mann act he re-
'marked: “Authors, unlike good little chil-
|dren, should be heard. not seen.” By
|“heard,” he plainly meant “read”; for he
was flatly refusing an invitation to lecture,
An author's books were sufficient, seems to
have been his point. To see or hear an
author in the flesh iz none of anybody’s
business,

Perhaps it is modesty that lies back of
the modern dearth of lecturing writers.
A few poets venture forth, Mr. Alfred
Noyes, Mr. Wilfrid Gibson, and always our
They seem to find

Iof the National Guard as a means of national

WHY GUARDSMEN D(_)!ﬂ' RE-ENLIST

Conditions and Spirit Declared To Be
Wrong in Militia

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: It in with & feeling of anger, I believe,
that the avernge American will read in his
morning paper that five men in the 2d Field
Artillery were #apread-eagled.”

It has long been known to most men that
conditions are not what they should be in
the Guard, and that the sverage American
man of spirit and respect for himself will
not enlist. What the Guardsmen have
gone through who have just coms back from
the border will bo the cause of the failuge

defence. It in the fault of no ene but the
government, in that it allows conditions to
exist in'nrmy circles which cause the out-
sider (the plain American citizen) who is
now &nd has st all times been a good, con-
seientious and patriotic citizen, to fefuse to
serve his government.

These men who join the Guard give their
time, train themselves to pe soldiers, hold
themsolves lisble for service at all times,
and some even pay dues to be admitted to
the Guard, and when called out lose their

Let the

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The term “preparedness” seemns to he
quite us general and indefinite as when it was
first hurled at us s s politieal slogun.

Through a political enmpuign, thé daily
press and the magazines we have been trentod
to oratory and literature of all grades, from
the quiet facts set forth by army and navy
experts up to the hysterieal screeches of the
ultra timid, but as yet thers aeems to be no
definite programmoe in sight.

War is a dreadod diseass which all dl‘nln
to avoid, and, like other diseasss, it is most
fenred when it is raging. The prospect of
peace in Europe, and the glaring fallure of
our present military system so completely
demonstrated on the Mexiean border, brings
to us a new interest in this question at this

time.
War a Disease

This war disenss hos affiicted the human

eivil rights and come under army regulations
—and for what? When ealled out, us in
the recent Mexican crisis, they left lheiri
homes and families, gave up their business,
and do they get any return at all from lhr]
government commensurate with what they!
give? In a good many canes these Gunrds-
men came bnck with little money, with no|
positions (having lost them when sent o the
border) and with immediate calls for money
with which to meet expenses. Besides all
this, there is something even harder for them
to put up with, and that is if they have an
officer who does not treat his men with kind-

ness and respect their rvights, Also, if an
officer has a grudge against a man under
liim, there are more wWays than one in which|

he ean make life unbearable for him, Your
paper prints to-day that 84 per cent of the
Guard will not re-enlist, and why? Surely
in n matter #s vital as this there should be
an investigation that is &n investigation
to determine why they will not re-enlist snd
why these five men revolted aguinst their of-
fleer.

The nverage American is & proud man,
with spirit, character and respect for him-
self and others, with broad thoughts and
ideals s regards the institutions and free-
dom of the American people. When by mis®
chance he joins the Guard and finds condi-
tions opposite to what he expMted, that he
is not treated with the man-to-man respect
(he having given the obedience dua to those
in command) which should be the right of
every citizen who serves his country with
no return, he naturally has the right to feel
disgusted,

IT we return to the principle we had in
the Revolutionary War, when our Minute
Men held themselves ready at all times to|
serve their country, to give their lives and
their property with no return, but who in-|
sisted that they he treated as men, with re-|

millions in this eountry, who, I am sure, feel

pleasure and profit in the spoken word.
The tradition of their trade, from Homer|
down through Blondel, supports their|
practice. But what recent parallel is there |
for the famous visits of Thackeray and|
Dickens—or Matthew Arnold? Mr. Wells
blows into America and writes us up. So
does Mr. Bennett. The lecturing author
is all but obsolete. And is it modesty that
keeps them off stage, as Mr. Shaw implies?

The shifting of interest, of economic in-
terest, of the cash, in short, seems the
more likely explanation. The Chautauqua
|survives in lusty fashion in certain sec-
[tions of America. But it is not the equiva-
lent of the old Lyceum system. The spoken
word, for better for worse, has yielded
before the onrush of the printed word,
drowned out in the rustle of one-cent news-
papers and five and fifteen cent magazines.
There the treasure is, the ten cents a word
And upward; there the public is always
|u'aiting eagerly for more, and what author,
:hnwcwr handsome or well spoken, can be|
I.-xpor-'.ui to turn the stream uphill and in-|
|sist upon speaking his pieces rather than
|writing them?

much the same—if you would give them an
opportunity to train under conditions where |
there would be no chance for them to ever
lose their self-respect, then this country
would never have to fear about pro'.fcting'
ituelf. wW. LW |

New York, Jan, 10, 1817,

Universal Service to Break Caste

I'o the Editor of The Tribune.

cuco since the beginning of time. History
{8 a record of wars, so weshave abundant data
on which to base our study, and we will find
the cnuse of all the wars of the world,
throughout ull time, has been practically the
same. It can be stated as follows:

A man, or group of men, dominating or rul-|
ing & body of men, a tribe or a nation, hsn,'
by force, enticement or misdirection, caused |
an sttack on other groups, tribes or nations
of men for the purposs of increasing the
wealth, power or glory of the af?ruaid man
or group. -

In other words, somebody desired some-
thing which he could gain bv war, and, in or-
Jdor to gain that something, he or they, being
in a position of command, brought about the
war for selfish ends,

An analysis of all wars, since the beginning
of the world, will not only prove the correct-
ness of the above statement, but will also
show that whatever wealth, power or glory
was won went to the ruling few, whils the
reward of the masses was desth, poverty and{
suffering. !

In discussing the present war reference is|
constantly made to Germany, as though this|
war were one for which the German people
nte responsible, and indirectly that is true,
because the German people have toleuted‘
snd even believe in their present form of
government, but directly the responaibility
of this war rests, not on the German people,
but on Germany's rulers and military caste,

For yesrs the rulers of Germany have edu-
cated the people to believe in their rulers
and in wars, so that when the time was rife
they could be used to bring other people un-|

if you t .
spect for them as such, and if you took the| "oy ofy sway and thus add to their power ,fier the war has closed.

and wealth, The Kalser puts it that Germany |
fighting for her place in the sun, and the
tragedy of it is that the unthinking masses
believe him because they have been educated|
that way. Does any one imagine that, had the!
German military machine overrrun all Fu-
rope, the people of Germany would have
gained uny grester place in the sun, or a
larger piece of earth, or a better living condi-|
vion individually than they had before the
war started ?

is

PREPAREDNESS TO PREVENT WAR

Govmentl'hntoTll:eOwAlanpd‘!y!ﬂd
Would Render Universal Training

Labor at the Outbreak of Hostilities—Nationalizag; :
AmphbkbAﬂ.md.thWwUmoﬁhbk, ]
Remove Its Cause

States every citizon shall be by such declara- commercinl force behind it. So lat g take
tion automatically drafted into the service of look at our eMciency if every citizen of 0:
the United States, snd sll property shull b--it'ult-d States wars at the command gof thiy
come by such declaration automatieally the|government immediately on the declurusigy
property of the United States during the con-| ol war.
tinuance of a state of war, The President of the United Statey
On the declaration of war, and at all times flash would bring to his side every 'l'lillh‘
during the continuance thereof, each citizen| in the United States.
¢hall perform his sccustomed vocation or Charles M. Schwab would, undoubtedly, 4
pursult, and no citizen shall make & change given charge of the department for thy m
of residence or employment without the con-| duction of munitions. One of sur great rail.
sont of the government authority in charge 1oud managers, who had distinguished bim.
of the district in which he or she resides at zelf as an executive head of tnnsm
the time of such declaration. such af Frederick D. Underwood, J. Kray,
All persons within the United States, | schnitt or Mr, Ripley, would be cailed s
whether eitizen or alien, will be deemed to be to cqﬂrdinau all the railroad transportatioy
at the disposal of the Unit:d Bute; f“m& fucilities.
ment for either civil or military duty, an
all property of every kind and denriptlﬂn“ The Problem of Man Power
regardless of ownership, becomes the prop-\ We have yet confronting us the questio
erty of the United States government, and of man power. This means that we mgy
chall be eperated and used for the benefit o!i have a large force of citizens educated in phy
snid United States, provided only that sll yse of war material, which can be orgasises
property shall be returned to its proper own-|into an effective armed force on short netiey
orship at the conclusion of the war in a8 With the sbove law on the statute hoghy
good condition as the hazards of war and|of the United States, all objections to milk
the exigencies of the situstion will permit,|cary training would be removed, for it
but &ll profits of every kind and description ha apparent to every citizen that only a 4.
from the operation of all property and the fensive war could come, and certainly evapy
duct of all business during the continu-|citizen wants this country in a position to

Would

| anee of a state of war shall be and becomes (efend itaelf.

the property of the United States government.| We should have military training in g
| schools and make it compulsory for eve
Fixed Wages for All |to be trained, if for no other pum':,gm
Every citizen and every alien who continues for the physical improvement of the rage
in the service of the United States during Give them military training, not to majs
the continuanca of a state of war shall re- soldiers, but to make men, and for the pur
ceive the emoluments fixed by zoummnnt:pou of giving to the American boy that which
authority, Emoluments shall be the same, he most needs—diseipline, Universal military
regardless of sex or employment. | training with the safety which the above law
Persons who before the declaration of war|will apply will be just as great an st w
wers not profitably employed, and who are this country in peace, as it wi
not called upon for service, shall be eared for in case of war. The placin
at the discretion of the proper government cn our statute books would cost nothing, bu
wuthorities of the distriet in which he or she they would immediately marshal the estin
resides, but no emolument other than neces-| efficiency of this nation, and would insars g
sary living expenses shall be allowed to any vgainst war, because no nation or group of
person not employed. nations would have the audacity to bellers
No, military or other title of honor or dis-|that we could be overcome, and nations are
tinction shall be applied by any person to|like individuald—they are not looking fora
himself nor to another person, except under fight they cannot win.
epecial laws and regulations governing spe- Recently the American Federation of Laber,
cinl service, and sll such titles shail be dis-|in session st Baltimore, passed resolgtissy
continued when such special service shall|opposing military training in our sehaaly,
end. end it is quite obvious that labor as a clam
No attempt is made to propose these laws is opposed to any effective policy of preparef.
in detail, nor in legal lnnguage. A rough|ness when that preparcdness consists In the
form only is here suggested, which our legis-| construction of a large navy and the training
lators may fashion into the finished instru-|and equipment of a large army, either sisnd.
ment with which to remove the causes of war! ing or reserve. Many may say that this re
from our eivilization and thus prevent war. |luctance on the part of labor to support sy
The effect desired to be obtained by the| preparedness programme o far suggested
enactment of the above laws is that during a arises from a lack of patriotism or a Inck of
state of war no person shall profit by that|appreciation of our dangers, hut neither san
war: all business will go on just as usual, mise is correct.
hut the government will take all the profits,! The battles of all wars hsve been fought
and no person shall gain a military title|by the common people, or ishorers. The
thet can remsin to honor or distinguish him! nave not only borne the wounds and woes of
|war, but they have returned exhausted asd
We thus remove from war all chance of broken to their homes to nay the expense by
personal profit und personal distinction. 1t! carrying the burden of taxes.
also means that every person employed either| War for them ia what Sherman szid it wag
in military or eivil sorvice shall receive the with no mitigation.
same compensation as the private soldier. The masses fight the war and pay the ex
“Every person” means from the President|penses, while the classes take the spoils, the
of the United States down. It is hard to! power and the glory. It is small wonder tha
imagine President Wilson, Charles M. Schwab, |labor views everything suggestive of wnr with
Frank A. Vanderlip, president of the National | suspicion.
City Bank; Mr. Brishane, head of the Hunt| P
papers; Judge Gary, chairman of the Steel| roperty and Labor

What possible advantage could have come Trust, and pther such high salaried men work-

the people of Germany, as individuals, even
victory? A few generals
d rewarded byl an

Sir: As a citizen and an ex-soldier, | want|
to enter my protest against the humiliating|te
spectacle of s man in uniform exposed to|from s sweeping

public degradation as Private Max Keﬁerv':i‘}':jd r];:"z;’:;:‘ t::n;i:dplznwwld e

;:;n.b:: B:t “e?.dﬁ;, nfifh:tislﬁi'w ::'::I"f"l.'numhu of statues and triumphal &rches t
tn” x}ru tt_oy el i l-hw'r ienrive | Would have heen erected to perpetuste the whose reward for fighting will be the right
::r Ju:- e i inr;" = ) :ct :':.'“.‘ n]pr:hol memory of the most successful commanders,| to keep on laboring?

@ averige man of any rosp ard thel,  which the people would pay. The army| Whatever may he said as to the prepared-
uniform of a =oldier, The =ystem of the mi- " ; |
I6a is WiNBE. To tho:0ore ¢ s not would be increased in order to hald In luh-|
provid: {or fnll::nry‘ ‘.H;'n,:_l:; :mr "l]‘,mm._.jui.'ution the eonquered peoples, for which the
racy of management Rut the idea of an or_-lu-nplﬂ_wnulrl_ Hed- A.“d' all in all, the Kaiser|
: = 2 : land his military aristoeracy would strut a
ficer punishing a man for an offence In Bly oo, oo he “s littla more arrogant and
s.mm. totally 'i'ﬂ.'.rm" from the United domineering, the peopla would pay the ex-
States Army regulations and uxages |3 more (... .. nd would still be “verboten.”
than degrading; it is idiotic, It is an over-| ! It is the old -'mry of thirst for .powtr and
stepping of all rights of an officer and in !u:f.ghnﬁrntms; demonstrated by kings and
:;;ﬂ:_,t::_ﬂmru of mutiny and rebellion ngainst | potentates from the beginning of history.

In the militin ss it ix organized to-day|
there ennnot he efficiency becnuse the proper
methods do not prevail. | am given to un-

| would all be fighting to preserve their wealth
d their hig salaries, why should they not

the justice of it must be recognized.
Fighting hy Experts

War has ceased to bo a military sciente.
The winning of a war depends more upon
the proper coirdination of ecommercial enter-
prises and m&chanical skill than upen any
military strategy, This being the case, the
best men to handle the situation would be
men who have had experience in the handling
of large bodies of men in commercial and
manufacturing enterprises and in directing
the policy of large corporations.

Removing Its Canse

If lawn cin be devised which will make the
|::ratiﬂtatlon of such desires through war im-

ing for $13 a month and found, but, since we

Al contribute their energies to that cause for
he same compensation us the laboring man/

ness doctrine suggested here, we submit that| just share in

speeding west in Fortieth Street, did not|

Take it simply as & question of influ- derstand by men in the ranks that the usuoal

: i tion system and
of our national transportall o slow down at the avenue, and as a result

its availability for military uses.

crashed into the limousine, bending its

So intelligent people everywhere ATE| cheels and breaking its axle. Then, me-

cutting loose from the prevailing theory
of rezulation—inherited from the period
of granger siate rebellion against the ald-
fazhioned iniquities of railroad operation.
They see that a nationalized railroad sys-
tem is one of the greatest factors in the
eronomic and political progress of the
Inited States. Anything that sustains,
improves and extends such & system must
lenefit the whole country, and any policy
which seeks to keep the railroads poor,
wealk, under-equipped and under-capital-
ized must react injuriously on the country
in the not distant future.

Mr. Danicls has given his vote in the
commission against the petty semi-starva-
tion policy of the last ten or fifteen years.
He has thereby incurred the enmity of
those who still retain the old prejudices
and see in every increase in railroad rates

~however minute—a blow at the pro-
dueers who have to use the railroads.
Railroad rates are fixed hy law. The prices
of products shipped on the railroads have
yisen 10, 20, 40, 100 per cent in the
lart two vears. But there are still those
who ery out in anguish against even a 6
per eent increaxe in freight rates as a
¢rime against the shipper and the con-
sumer,

The state railroad commissions in the

cording to the District Attorney, the mail
truck went on without a pause, but he
ascertained its number.

This is a violation of the laws of the
State of New York, which in an accident
of that nature require the reporting of the
ease to the authorities. Since it came with.
in the prosecuter’s personal knowledge, it
is probably as good an instance as any on
which to build the test., The number of
accldents doe to the mmail trucks has not
been so great lately as it was a year or 5o
ago, when there was scarcely a week with.
cut Injury or death chargeable to them
because the populace has learned, at its
cost, to give these monsters tha widest pos-
gible clearance, and the contractor com-
pany which uses them, warned by the
manifestation of public indignation, urged
its drivers to extra care ahout that time.

But & judicia] decision whether these
trucks have s right, as their drivers seem
to think, to disregard all local regulation

of the drivers are just as reckless as they
ever were, and 5o long as the idea persists
that they have any rights which an ordi-
nary chauffeur has not the pablic will be
in grave danger from them. It is to be
hoped Mr. Swann will press this case and

Western States have taken the lead In
yecent years in the effort to prevent an
extension of Federal regulation and to
keep the existing form ~of regulation
negative and punitive. They fear that

obtain a Judicial ruling which will settle
|thc matter once for all.

| Untranslatable Phrases -

|| It was obviously impossible to write

of traffic is none the less necessary. Some

their power will vanish if the regulation|about the lata change of government in
of the carriers becomes really nationalized, England without sonre reference to the
really constructive. So it will; and that celebrated motto of the late ministry, but
would be one of the chief benefits of com-to the correspondents of the French papers
plete Federal regulation. the phrase “Wait and see” presented so

Their parochial spirit is manifest in the|many difficulties that for the most part
criticism made in the Senate on Mr. Dan-|they were content to leave it untransiated,
sels's nomination. Mr. Daniels, dissenting They perhaps did wisely, considering the
from the Interstate Commerce Commis-|bad shots some of them made at “Sinn
sion’s cheese-paring decision in the West- | ['éin” some months ago. One explained that

orn rate case, said very truly that “ex-|it meant literally “Pensez d noua,” recalling
pected earnings constitute the bid which
the carriera must meke for new capital,
for needed improvements, extensions, new
volling stock and similar purposes.” Sen-
stor Cummins now denounces him for ex-
pressing such a view, on the ground that
the railroads have not yet heen punished
suficiently for past sins—sins which the
carelessness of the state governments and

the German “Vergias mein nich!” with
“toute la wsemsiblerie attendrigsanta et
doncedtre de U'hypocrisie bocke”! Another
guessed boldly that Sinn was a fantastic
form of the prefix syn- and Féin merely our
old friend Fenian, the whole title implying
that the rebels were associated with or be-
longed to the Fenian clan,

The difficulty in the case of “Wait and

the Federal government made possible,
Yet, except on the theory that the
future good™f the country nrust be sacri-

gee” was not so great, however, It lay
only in finding a properly terse French
eqluivalent, yet but one correspondent, ac-

|ence, of human beings reached, There is
'no possible comparison between, let us =ay,
Fnerson leeturing and Mr. Bernard Shaw
writing newspaper articles and plays. For
hundreds that can attend a leclure tour
|there are millions to be reached through
the front page of Sunday newspapers in a
\widely syndicated article. No; whether
|vou are u preacher seeking souls to save or
mercly a thrifty manufacturer of popular
trash, the answer i# the same: Write,
don't speak.

An Adventurous Mail Carrier
iFrom The Des Moines Registers

Earl L. Byers, nephew of H. W. Byers,
Corporation Counsel for Des Moines, has one
of the most unusual contracts ever let by
the United States government.

He has agreed to earry mail by airplane
over & route in Alasks at a compensation of
$40.600 annoally.

Byers will make two trips each week he-
tween Nome and a camp 351 miles inland.
He will earry mail and passengers, and his
service will bring the mining eamp three
weeks nearer the outside world,

The ecountry over which he will fiy Ia
mountainous. Thefe are no level tracts on
which to make a landing in care his engine
should stop. In winter the snowfall is be-
tween twenty-five and thirty feet deep.
Even ghould Byers's nirplane make a safe
landing In the snow between terminals it
would be impossible for the operator to get
away again.

All of these possible troobles were consid.
ered by Byers before he took the contract
On a trinl trip he carried four passengers,
the weight helng 1,000 pounds. He ia using
a Curtiss tractor, with various ideas in
aerial navigation worked out by himself to
meet conditions in Alaska.

Two Visitors to M. Cambon
i Prom The Mamchester (uardian)

Some months ago an old man called &t the
French Embassy and asked to see the am-
bassador. M. Cambon saw him, and the man|
produced a little square of old red silk. He!
explained that this was part of a tricolor
flag captured at Waterloo by a party of
soldiers which included his grandfather,
They had cut up the flag, and this piece had
been treasured in the family ever since. |
The old man felt that he could no longer
keep it, and wished to hand it back to our
friends, the French. Another gift ut :hui
embassy was no less curious. A wvisitor
enlled earrying m hesvy flat case. He opened
it in the presence of the ambassador and
showed & fine picture by Greuze, which he
asked the ambassador to receive as n gift
to France. The donor said that it had been
in his family for some time, and he wanted
now to present it to France for a French
museum, or to be sold for the French hos-
pital funds, or anything they wished. He re-
fused to give his name, and left no clew
to his identity but the picture. Both of
these donors mentioned Verdun as deciding
them to give back these things to France,

|

alection of officers in brought about either
through the use of money or social pull. 1]
thoraughly believe in universal training in
order to achieve n standing army cfficient.

If & man wishes to enjoy the privileges of | ]| be answered, and the greatest objection have had no experience.

the country, ho should bo man enough to

serve the country in return for the benefits
he receives, Only in universal service will
the public realize the true value of military
truining and the management of the army
will become truly eficient, and we will avoid
the military caste spirit which prevalls s=o
strongly now in the regular army and mi-
litin. JOHN W. ROBERTS.
New York, Jan. 10, 1817,

An Argument 'Against Universal Service
To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: It {2 to bs hoped that The Tribune
will do more than report the “spread-eagling”
of the New York Guardsmen, At the pres-
ent time the American public is very much
interested in the conduct of army officers.
Thoughtful men and women are beginning
to apprecinte the necessity of universal mili-
tary eervice. But if the commanding and
other officers are going to lord it over the
men, the citizenry of the country will prove
very reluctant to give any more power to
petty tyrants,

Diseipline we must have, but the man in|
the ranks is not a slave. An officer who|
lucks self-contro] is the strongest argument
against univergal service. Military tyranny
will always be abhorrent te the American
people. If the “lords of a day” do these
things right here in New York City, what
must have been done on the horder? Per
hapn thers is truth in the rumor that a New
York militia officer had a hardwood floor in
his tent and had two chefs catering to his
delicate palate, while the men In the ranks
wallowed in mud snd were often hungry.

JAMES 8. REILLY.

Brooklyn, Jan, 10, 1817,

“The Um:n-ly West”

nossible, the cause of aggressive or offensive
war will be removed so we can prepare for
defensive wur without the risk of causing|
wpr. The strongest argument of the pacifist!
that preparedness for war will cause war—

to universal military training and a strong
navy will be removed. In order to accomplish|
this, laws must framed which will make the
burden of war rest equally on all, and will
manke personal gain by war impossible,

As a means to this end, it is suggested that
the following be enacted into law:

Immedintely on _the deelarstion of war by
the President and Congress of the United

A HEEDLESS NATION

The Federal Reserve Board Viewed as the
Weapon of Foreign Interests

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: It is good that two people in this coun-
try at least have noticed the significance of
the action of the Federal Reserve Board in
urging the private investor not to loan monky
to n foreign government without security
additionsl to its eredit. This significance is
50 patent that (#*is extraordinary that mene|
have been found alive to it save the writer|
in “The Outlook" and your correspondent,,
Mr. Lacombe. |

Heedless country—that intrusts its most|
delieate and most momentous interests to a|
man who has been for only & very few years
an Ameriean citizen, and whose commercial,
and family afiliations with Germany are|
still of the closest. In the terrible struggle|
that is going on in Europe between demoe-
racy and autocrncy, matters are so evenly
bulanced (ns far as one can judge) that rob-
bing the Allies of their power to borrow
money freely in this country may be of the
most fatal consequence, And even if it
should not be, no self-respecting nation
should intrust its vital powera to those whose
interests are foreigm to it

Our specialists in military tactics, who are

| We ars unable to call to mind any m¢
where labor was the ohject of attack, butw
are willing to venture the nssertion e
wealth and power have always been tha-
ject for which war was waged. Yet thwp
sut all the years, and even up to the praset
moment, all nations and all laws hase oom-
pelled labor to proteet wealth and power &t
labor's expense, and have denied labor an
the spoils, if there were sy
spoile. For example: England recently pasel
o compulsory service law which gives to the
government the right to compel every abit-
podied citizen of military age Lo hear arm
in defence of the country. A mun thus ealled
must drop sll profitable pursuits and risk i
life at his country’s esll. Why did not tha
{same law take over every business and pieet
of property in the empire for the defence o
{the empire? Is property more sacrod (b
life? When the government thrust militag
lservlce on its able-bodied men, why did it et
|h_v the same token compel civil service of ull
the other citizens and marshal all the wealth

|gi—-.vu every indication of being s cave man | mous tavern stood on the Hudson, near

Heaven prepares disaster for nations which
it first makes abnormally stupid
New York, Jan. 8, 1017, I. M. N,

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Under the eaption “The Unmanly
West” a person signing himsel! “An Ameri-
cann by Adoption” and calling himself “an
Anglo-Swiss by ancestry” makes a cowardly
blanket attack upon the men of the West in
The Tribune issue of January 8, It is | Sir: I wbald like to inquire where George
ml:!. unuo_mr_ollo-.{. fire-eating type of at-| Pope Morris wrote the poem, “Wood
tack, a_r.d it is easy to discern the Iawltu.!_\‘.pue That Tree"? Some sa‘ it m'q“l
unthinking spirit behind it. Paul's church yard. [ find in ’?New ;::k ‘otf‘

The gentleman who dares not sign his name | Yesterday,” by Hopper Striker Mott, a fa-

Wwdnan,~_s_m That Tree

To the Editor of The Tribune.

cducated at Annapolis and West Point, areinnd strength of the empire for its defence, 1
indispensable and valuable assets, but the ttead of allowing the weaklings and shirkers
winning of a war depends upon the eodrdina- to prosper, and wealth to fatten st the e&
tion of other elements in which these men pense of those who have given up all and gooe
{to the front to fight the battles?

This Is shown plainly by the position in| Germany has at lnst been foreed to the con
which we find Russif to.day, She is top-|dition which would obtain in this couiry
heavy in man power, but so defiefent in com-| were the proposed laws enacted, and the other
mercial development that she eannot use her|belligerents are fast coming 1o it

men to advantage becsuse she is unable tn‘ Would it not be very much mors tntellipe!
equip them and get them to the polnt where!to start with the maximum eficlenty than 19

tll':ey can bo effectively used at the proper come to it after great suffering and dime-
time. A pvr_fectly trained military fores is|ter? H.'C.
worthless without a perfectly codrdimated! New York, Jan, 8, 1017,

— ~ - . — —— e —'—:'_‘_"‘..'::

Railroad to sink their tracks whers they are! A GERMAN CASSAND
ing it by putting the railroad throungh it »
Why have our school children observe Arbor
otr city fathers allow 800 trees in good con- in the Far West
dition to be eut down on the boulevard and| To the Editor of The Tribune.
:;nwrn::rly n!.figo blro thrutenu!. Would! York in San Diego on a visit had besrd
y European city be so wasteful? |in the East already befors I came out her?
Vice-president, Woman's L 1 he
Protection of Riverside ;::::e " ”". West toward us Germans, but 1 sm &80
| people here are pro-Ally, or, worse yebh Brt-
Pro-Ally Villages in Pennsylvania  |'*"*"*
To the Editor of The Tri I
of The Tribune they mct as though it did not et
stood” was most disconcerting, for It fitted HCthe Amariinh ooyin Mk S by
into my own feelings —whi is
g8 —which I did not wish Feace, then what is the use?
the spathy in the conntry toward the Allisa| . IF, oY Sanot ¥es that the Erost s
in the present terrible st le.
THERLS and consult one with the other, thes
Western Pennaylvania, and hers in the twe wrs wy fori
small boroughs of Sewickley an
y axd Edgeworth some of the peopls soma of the time, ar ¥
habitants—T fnd | nothing by himself alone; he must be beh®
sympathy for the Allles that there {s no mis-

and save our beautiful park instead of lpn!l-|
: Can Find No Health in Us—No, Not Eve
Day and teach them to plant one tree, when
never replaced when the subway was built?| Sir: At present I am hers from Ne¥
MRS, N C. . i
(RS, JOHN C. COLEMAN, | that there was mueh friendlier feeling o
New York, Jan. 9, 1917. | pointed to find that nearly one-thind of %
It is discournging, and the peace proposs!~
Sir: Your editorial “What Must Be Under-
is for their own good that there shedld
to helieve in—of amazement and fear over
of the world come together once a3 b
Hut great good fortune brought me to
Our President, when only backed ¥
—together claiming something over 6,000 In-
so much enthusi d i
enthusiaam and| 00 1 o¢ the people all of the time M
taking the public sentiment here. Thera are

not xo?

When T was in Washington the last e}
talked with Senator J. Ham!lton Lewis %
he told me positively that the [nited saut
would have peace by January 1, 1917
whers is it? Yes, where is it?

Mr. Editor, T ean excuse many thingy, ¥
this slowness of the American people ! -
not excuse, But wait, soon England will @
what we in Germsn call “Kaput™; the®
more war orders, no more stock marktt
Whits House manipulations, no mere Tos

pacifists, pro-Germans and apathetics, too,
but there is constant work and help for the
Allies going on, and those indifferent to the
war and its issues, those whose admiration
for tha German military system carries them
beyond reason, those who eannot think
clearly or straight on universal military
training or woman suffrage are, I am happy
to say, in the minority, Already eight ambu-
lunces, fully equipped, have been sent tothe
front to France from these villages of Se-

pure and simple, and as 2uch his contemptl- | Ninety-sixth Street. llere man i A g

et. y of the liter- | Wickley and Edgeworth, Should
b]_a a:u:n.-k on the courage of the men of the ary lights gathered, Poe, N, P. n“’;!lei:,:Tonzrr than wog;n::eight ’r:onti.llr;:lll::
W n.bmay be easily dismissed. One might Morris, One day a beautiful elm was being Thousands of garments have been made and
r:::thv:;wrr:n 1}:: ltn:l t:f hi:' ldl"f;l:ll' i I;it;er cut :0*\!1 by & tenant near this inn for fire- tent over, French orphans adopted and funds
iglonh sentment st the defeat of his|wood. Morris and a friend were passin d | provid ‘f o ingi i
Presidential candidate by the West, and a|the friend saved the tree b e oo | g R o i s el
Presi st, . ¥ paying $10, with|loved country, lar u 14 h
spilling over of spleen, venom and gall be-| the written sgreement that it sh 1 3 g g i
g . |th . ould never b
cause the country chooses to weigh thought- be wantonly destroyed. It was standing in i-“[:oii’:l“:l:uu:. = Il:{”“d.t ::l:“ e
:uily the p|rnfn lmihcunn ni; universal military | 1564, the British ::u‘d :?r::wl:rtle: of ,:?g b
raining. ear the gentleman is not living| If this took place on what is now River. S

“ " 1 H ! ai S|pu y

up to Ilhc An;_!n part of his ancestry, whl:h.!lfii Park, what a pity that Morris is not % ?:::.:;?.T::r;d:; express my apprecia
Erufdmun credits with knowing how to take alive to write poems about the 1,800 trees.|tion of your editorial and lnlur:i p: di .
efeat in a sportsmanlike manner in a fair|/many of them one hundred years old, which|a wholesome honest :um;unit}' t:lc: II::

Lawson tips, with 500,000 United State? =0
short, and long again when she goes 9 °
it is too much!

Precisely in this way nations are f'::
and 1 say it positively that if the v
States does not stop it and eall t
those bloodthirsty Allies before the e
of the world are ruined, then presently
will have no place more to sell her P'§ ireh
her copper, her cotton, her grain, et i
Europe will not have a red cent to buf

game. CLARA M. SCHLINGHEYDE, will be destroyed unless M g i i
A‘_ Western woman. |Controller wg:iaer their wbruut;,"wo.l:: narr:?n!‘;::.ui‘.z v “d““?d;“?};ﬁh“
1917, saving ly ebliging the New York Ceatral = Shields, Penn, Jan, 8, 1047,

Ld

New Yerk, Jan. 9,

maore.
SULZBACHER

HERMAN OTTO VON
§an Diego, Cal, Jan. 5, 1917.




